[The pathomorphology of the intra- and extraorganic neural apparatus of the heart in congenital defects].
Different components of the heart sympathetic and parasympathetic innervation were studied in 22 autopsy cases of congenital heart defects. Central efferent neurons in the lateral horns of the upper thoracic segments of the spinal cord and in the dorsal nucleus of the medulla oblongata are damaged stronger than the neurons of the upper neck and stellate sympathetic nodes and the heart intramural ganglia this resulting in the selective destruction of the preganglionic nervous conducting elements. It is suggested that the disturbance of the connection between the heart nervous structures and the central nervous system exerts a negative influence on its function.